Family Service Center

Volume 4, Issue 1 Family Service Center of Sangamon County Fall/Winter 2008
Open House at New Locatlon

Two days of 1 Garcia, choir

fedtivities director.

showcased 1 “Thisnew

the new . gpace alows

offices of the al our pro-

Family Ser- grams and

vice Center, y servicesto be

which moved | inonebuild-

around the ing, makingit

corner to 730 more conve-

East Vine nient for We’ve moved . . .

. Josie Rocco, FSC executive director and Karola Bearhinger, FSC .
Street. This  president, (center) board members and Greater Springfield Chamber  Clientsand

just around

locationwas  of Commerce ambassadors cut the ribbon. staff,” said

previoudly occupied by the Centrd Illinois KarolaBeahringer, president. the corner to

United Way. “We're excited about our new officesand | 730 East Vine Street.
A ribbon cutting ceremony was held at itsexpanded space for additional therapy

11:30am. Friday, October 24inconjunction  and meeting rooms,” said Josie Rocco,

with the Greater Springfield Chamber of executivedirector.

Commerce. “A fresh coat of paint, new carpeting and
The ceremony was preceded with a other updates has created a more comfort-

variety of musical selections by students of ableandinviting atmospherefor all our

Blackhawk Elementry School with Pam many activities.

Continued on page 2

25th Annual Tree of Wishes

. A Volunteers

Brings Joy to Many Families in Need are invited
For 25 years Family Service Center has 4 Wishes, then purchase a gift for the to help with the
been making the holiday season brighter. 7 person you selected and return it to Tree of Wishes,
“Thisyear, many peoplein our the Tree of Wishes booth for delivery call 528-84.06.
community will not have amerry to the recipient. We are located at
Christmas unlesswe help provide v the gingerbread house booth in
giftsfor those in need,” says Josie White Oaks Mall’slower level
Rocco, executive director. near Sears from Nov. 22 Inside:

You can help make the g through Dec. 20. President’'s Message.......... 2
holiday brighter for people who ol L Tree of Wishes provides gifts Adoptive Parent ............... 3
are less fortunate by s duringtheholiday seasonto o
participating in the Tree of Wishes, a more than 1,000 clientsfrom FSC b | E Ul e “
program of the Family Service Center. and other local service agencies.

Just choose a name from the Tree of

Continued on page 2



Family Service Center
Programs and Services

Our programs are designed to
help familiesand individualsof all
ages deal positively with the
continuing challenges that occur
throughout thefamily lifecycle.

¢ Adoption

Adoption Preservation
Counsdling

Foster Care

Respite

Tree of Wishes

Y PSS (Young Parent
Support Services)

® & & O oo o

Children inspect gauges ofa
Springfield Fire Department
truck during the FSC Grand
Opening.

FSC Connection is published
for Family Service Center
members, clients and supportersin
the greater Springfield community.
Your comments and suggestionsare
welcome. Call 528-8406.

Editor ........... Ruth Slottag, APR
Contributors . KarolaBeahringer
................................ Josie Rocco
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From Our President

Most of uswould
/I consider Family
Service Center’s
upcoming 146th
birthday on February
12 asamilestone. And
there are many smaller
just asimportant

Ka"’,’_f’ Beahringer | estonesin thelivesof

resident .
families served by our

caring and dedicated staff. The adoption that
isfindized for aloving family, thereunion of
amother and child after a separation, and
the resolution of anger issues by a stressed
parent are al milestones.

Another milestone that occurred very
recently isthe move of al FSC programsto
730 East Vine Street. Now you can find
staff who support programs, supervisors and
managerswho work closely with employees,
and gtaff that work directly with familiesare
all smiles. They now have space dedicated
totheir particular program yet find
themselvesin close proximity to other staff
with whom they share their daily work.

To help pay for therevitalization of the
Vine Street building, the Board of Directors
isplanning fundraising events. The
culmination of planning andfinally themove
and ribbon cutting event hasdefinitely
reached a milestone for FSC.

Helping thousands of needy children and
seniors since 1986 through the Tree of
Wishesis another milestone because the
results are so important to its recipients. The
event has also become amilestone for the
donors. When volunteering to work the Tree,
you have a chanceto visit with people who
give giftsto the needy out of the goodness of
their hearts every year, even in years that
may be lean for them personally.

If you want to help with any of our
milestones or achieve one of your own,
contact Family Service Center at 217-528-
8406 or check out our web siteto find out
more about our programs and history at
www.service2families.org. The Board and
staff at FSC appreciate your kindness.

Karola €. Bealkninger

Open House  continued from page 1

On Saturday children’s activitieswere
held from 10:30 am. to 3p.m. Children

enjoyed face painting, inspecting aSpring-

SEEDR Y

Blackhawk Elementry School chorus
preforms muscial selections.

field Fire Department truck and Springfield
Police Department squad car. TheL & M
Gymnastics team and the Grace Under Fire
band performed in the afternoon. Refresh-
mentsincluded achili and hot dog lunch.

“We are very grateful for the event
sponsors: Walmart, Bunn-O-Matic and
Noonan's True Value,” said Rocco.

Congratulationsto Jeanie Norton, winner
of the 50/50 drawing. Other raffle winners
are Amy Gorens, RFC game basket;
Charlene Brown, family photo; Shanda
Raglin, football party basket; Lacretia
Tenbusch, “pamper me’ basket.

Tree Continued from page 1

The program is made possible by
contributionsfrom corporate sponsors,
government agencies, businesses and
individuals. Wethank all our donors
including the major sponsors: CEFCU;
Bank of Springfield; Neuhauf Media;
Kerber, Eck, and Braeckel, LLP; R W
Troxell & Co.; Sears; Springfield Electric
and White Oaks Mall.

“Volunteers and corporate sponsors are
welcometo participate. Approximately
250 volunteers are needed each year to
help make the Tree of Wishes a heart-
warming experience forpeoplein need,”
explained Anna Merker, event coordinator.

“Volunteer opportunitiesincludeworking
ashift at the tree sitein the mall.” For
moreinformation, call 528-8406, e-mail
fsc@service2families.org.



Adoptive Parent Says Thanks to FSC

“TheFamily Service
Center isone of the
best things that has
happened to Zach
and me during these

getting helpfor Zach,
she was encouraged to
make an appointment
with the FSC. Here
she learned about a

past nine years. different testing,

They have been a Sensory integration
Godsendwithal the therapy, which proved
help providedtous,” helpful. They also
says Judy Walsh, an recommended a
adoptive parent from sourcefor financial aid
Taylorville. - to help pay for the

Zach, 11 yearsold, Judy Walsh and grandson Zach testing.
haslived with Judy, In addition, Judy

his grandmother, since hewas 17 months ol d.

When he was 2-1/2 years, she began
seeking help for hisbehaviora problems—
going frome one doctor to another.

“ | had no ideawhat was involved with
getting Zach the services he needed,”

explained Judy. At the time he started schoal,

she became overwhelmed. “I felt like we
were spinning our wheels,” she said.

After experiencing much difficulty with

received information about taking care of
Zach'sneeds. Through the FSC Adoption
Preservation program, Cathy Wells,
adoption preservation therapist, has
provided a“ constant source of strength,
encouragement and informaton. Her
support included attending family education
meetingswith me,” explained Judy.

“1 could not have been able to provide the
help Zach needed without FSC,” she added.

You Can Make a Difference!

Your membership donation isimportant to supplement the various programs and services
of the Family Service Center. Thisisagood time help support the much needed com-
munity programs that strengthen families such as the Young Parents Support Services
and Family and Individual Counseling Program. Please complete thismembership form
and send it with your contribution to Family Service Center, 730 East Vine Street,

Springfield, IL 62701.

Y T T T T T T T T 7
I Member ship Form I
: Yes, | would liketo become amember of the Family Service Center at thefollowing level: :
[ ___ Friend$25 ___ Benefactor $150 [
| ___Donor $50 __Founder $500 |
| ___ Patron$100 |
fName |
|address I
k:ity State Zip :
lTeI ephone (h) (w) I
E-mail address |
My check is enclosed for $ |
Please chargemy _ MasterCard ___VisaCard I
Iccount # Exp. Date I
p
ki gnature I
I I
L—— —— Crrhtigpaetaddrtbletotteetatalloedbylay. d

Adoption
Placement

4 Couplesor individualswho
areinterested in becoming
foster parents or adoptive
parents, and

+ Any mother who might be
consdering placing her child
for adoption may call Ron at
528-8406 or call toll-free

1-800-877-ADOPT 30

Foster Care
Halloween Party

Forty chil dren and the| r
parents attended the foster
care Halloween party on
October 23. Festivities
included a costume contest,
games and treats.

Wish List

A number of items are needed
to help FSC continue to
provide services to our clients
in need.

¢ Diapers(all sizes)
¢ Baby wipes

Baby bottles
Baby blankets
Baby bibs

Sippy cups

Socks (kid sizes)
Onesies

Dish clothes
Toothpaste
Cleaning supplies
Laundry detergent
Paper products
Feminine hygiene products
High chair
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Visit our new Web site
www.ser vice2families.or g

FSC Staff Helps Children and Families

Ron Suter works with
adoption, licensngand
respite. He helps
couplesbecome
licensed foster parents
and workswith birth
motherscontemplating
placing their child for adoption.

Suter joined FSC in 2004 as afoster care
caseworker after retiring from City Water
Light & Power. Suter earned his
bachelor’s degreein socia work at the
University of lllinoisat Springfield.

He and hiswife, Betty, have three grown
children, TriciaMahoney, Tracey and
Michael Suter aswell astwo grandchildren.

MarlaJohnsonisa

family support speciaist

who works with teen

parentsin the Young

Parent Support Services
. program. She makes

homevisitsand edu-
catesmotherson child development,
nutrition, completing their education and
finding employment.

Johnson joined FSCin 2003. She earned
her bachelor’sdegreesin child, family and
community servicesand visua artsfrom the
University of lllinoisat Springfield.

She and her boyfriend, John, have eight
children and three grandchildren.

la

Family Service Center

Board of Direc

Karola Beahringer, President Jerome Bernardes
Maria Lotz, 1st Vice President Merrill McDaniels
Dennis Corvin-Blackburn, Danielle Outlaw

tors and Staff

Management Staff
Josie Rocco, Executive Director
Kelly VonMock, Director of Finance &

2nd Vice President Ruth Slottag Administration
WW Wendy Glisson, Secretary Tom Wilson Leanna Barber, Y PSS Director
Kevin Linder, Treasurer Kristal Perry-Gutierrez, Counseling
Debbie Raupp, Past President Supervisor
Laura Marquette, Foster Care Supervisor
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